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ACTION CU-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO USIA-15 /032W 

008437 

R 131554Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY OSLO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9706 
INFO AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 

UNCLAS OSLO 1945 

STATE FOR CU, ATTN: WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SCUL(HASSAN,IHAB) 

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION FOR BICENTENNIAL LECTURER 

BASED ON SUPERB PERFORMANCES AT THREE UNIVERSITIES IN NORWAY, 
WHERE HE LECTURED ON POSTWAR AMERICAN FICTION. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND PROFESSOR IHAB HASSAN AS ONE 
OF THE OUTSTANDING CANDIDATES FOR A STAG TOUR IN THE FALL 
OF 1975 TO COUNTRIES IN BOTH EASTERN AND WESTERN EUROPE. 
HASSAN IS ONE OF THE MOST ARTICULATE AND FASCINATING 
LITERARY CRITICS IN THE U.S. AND EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE AT 
STIMULATING STUDENT AND FACULTY INTEREST IN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE. HE WOULD BE IDEAL AS SPEAKER IN A 
PRESTIGIOUS BICENTENNIAL LECTURE SERIES. 

IF CU COULD MATCH HIM WITH A U.S. HISTORIAN SUCH AS 
JOHN HOPE FRANKLIN, AND EQUALLY RENOWNED SCHOLARS 
IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION, POLITICAL SCIENCE, ECONOMIC 
HISTORY, ART HISTORY, ETC., POSTS COULD ORGANIZE A 
FIRST-CLASS BICENTENNIAL LECTURE SERIES UNDER THE 
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AMBASSADOR'S SPONSORSHIP DURING THE 1975-76 ACADEMIC YEAR. 
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